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mous walled-in territories like Babylon, within which the area
of the State is concentrated, whereas the surrounding country
is more like a glacis which can be easily evacuated in times of
war. The Greek City State is the first example of a concen-
trated space, consciously conceived for one definite purpose.
As Ortega y Gasset says in his Revolt of the Masses: " The
rebellious little space of land has been eliminated as * land',
it is a space sui generis; it has been separated from its mother
and maintains its own rights against her. Within it man, cut
loose from every solidarity with plant and animal, creates a
realm of his own restricted to itself. It is for this reason that
one day the great townsman in whom the sap of the polis is
flowing with a sevenfold intensity, that Socrates will say one
day: I have nothing in common with the trees in the fields, I
have only to do with men in the town. The plant-like dissemina-
tion all over the land is followed by the concentration of the
citizens in the town. The town is the super-house, it is super-
seding the house and the subhuman nest; it is a more abstract
and higher form than the oikos of the family. It is the respublica,
the politeia, made up not by men and women but by citizens.
A new dimension irreducible to any dimension of Nature, always
so much nearer to the animal, is thrown open to human life;
and for it these new citizens will give the utmost of their powers.
Thus the city originates from its very beginning as a state."
The image of 'the world is likewise limited. It is surrounded
by a " wall", in this case a stream. The city is the centre of
its surrounding land just as the homeland is conceived as the
centre of the world. And what matters still more than the
actual city wall is the deliberate limitation of the size of the city
and the conscious negation of an unrestricted growth.
In principle, nothing changes till the Middle Ages. The
"towns remain "rebellious little spaces of land", rationally
limited in size and dotted over the country, each with its own
hinterland* And the image of the world remains also the same*
The Copernican system is the expression of a profoundly changed
outlook. Goethe remarks on this phenomenon: "Of all dis-
coveries and conceptions none could have produced a greater
effect upoii the human mind than the theory erf Copernicus. No
sooner had the world been recognised as spherical and limited
in itself, than it had to renounce the tremendous prerogative of
being the centre of the universe. Perhaps no greater demand
has ever been made on mankind, for it meant so many cherished
illusions were blown away like smoke: a second paradise; a
world of innocence; poetry and piety, the expressions of sense;
the conviction of a poetic-religious belief% No wonder that no
one wanted to abandon all this; that men obstructed in every